
DPS Foundation Sponsorship Program Application Rubric 
This rubric is designed to evaluate applications for recurring grants submitted to the DPS Foundation's Program. It considers ongoing impact, alignment 
with Foundation goals, use of previous funds, and justification for continued support. 

Criteria Exceeds Expectations 
 

Meets Expectations 
 

Approaching Expectations 
 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

Demonstrated Ongoing 
Impact 

Clear, compelling evidence of 
sustained positive outcomes from 
previous grant(s); strong student 
and/or teacher impact documented. 

Evidence of impact from 
previous grant(s); moderate 
benefit to students/teachers. 

Limited data or anecdotal 
evidence of impact; unclear 
how outcomes were 
measured. 

No evidence of impact 
or outcomes from 
previous funding 
provided. 

Justification of 
Continued Need 

Clearly explains ongoing need and 
why district funds are insufficient; 
includes thoughtful rationale for 
continued support. 

Explains continued need and 
mentions district limitations. 

Vague or limited 
justification; district role 
unclear. 

No justification 
provided or assumes 
funding will continue 
without reason. 

Use of Previous Funds Prior funds used efficiently and as 
intended; report submitted with 
strong detail and accountability. 

Prior funds used as 
proposed; report submitted. 

Some inconsistencies in fund 
use or delayed/incomplete 
report. 

Misuse of funds or 
failure to submit 
report. 

Sustainability and 
Scalability 

Project has clear plan to scale, sustain, 
or build on success with or without 
continued Foundation support. 

Some plans for 
sustainability; long-term 
benefits identified. 

Unclear if project can be 
sustained or scaled beyond 
current funding. 

Project is not 
sustainable without 
continued funding. 

Innovation or Value 
Added 

Project brings new, creative, or high-
value elements to students, teachers, 
or the school community. 

Adds value or enhances 
current programs. 

Somewhat duplicative or not 
clearly innovative. 

No added value or new 
elements presented. 

 
 


